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MS Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 



Prior to examination on the merits, please amend the above-identified U.S. patent 
application as follows: 



Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on 
page 2 of this paper. 

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 14 of this paper. 



Application No.: 10/731322 



Confirmation No.: N/A 



Filed: December 5, 2003 



Art Unit: N/A 



FIRST PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 



GAS* 



Application No. 10/731322 
Amendment dated January 5, 2006 
First PreOminary Amendment 



Docket No.: 9637-000077/US 
Page 14 of 14 



REMARKS 

In view of the above amendment, applicant believes the pending application is in 
condition for allowance. 



Applicant believes no fee is due with this response. However, if a fee is due, please 
charge our Deposit Account No. 08-0750, under Order No. 9637-000077/US from which 
the undersigned is authorized to draw. 



Dated: January 5, 2006 Respettfully submitted, 

B v ^^Sfe^ — 

Gregory A. Storos 
Registration No.: 28,764 
HARNESS, DICKEY & PIERCE, P.L.C. 
P.O. Box 828 

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303 

(248)641-1214 

Attorney for Applicant 
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